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News Update

April 30, 1975: Vietnamese fled the country for freedom
April 30, 2009: Vietnamese started building the Viethamese Boat People Museum in
Ottawa, Canada

The Vietnamese Boat People Museum, launched in December 2005 by the Vietnamese Canadian
Federation, has achieved an important step. The Federation has just concluded an agreement to
purchase a piece of land for this project. Valued at $600,000, this land islocated at the corner of
Preston and Somerset Streets, in downtown Ottawa, opposite the Viethamese Commemorative
Monument which the Federation erected in 1995. The Federation took possession of thisland on
April 30, 2009.

Up to now, the Federation has received, or received firm commitments for, $355,000. In
addition, it has signed an agreement to sell its property at 249 Rochester Street -- which is being
used by the Viethamese Canadian Centre, its affiliate organization -- and plans to use the
proceeds of $400,000 for the museum project. Once completed, part of the museum will be
dedicated to the Centre s activities. Thetota of the above amounts, $755,000, accounts for over
one third (37.5%) of the total budget of the project ($2 million). The Federation plansto raise
the remainder in 2009 in order to start construction in 2010.

The Vietnamese Canadian Federation appeals to all organizations and individuals with an
interest in preserving the memories of the flight for freedom of the Vietnamese boat people to
financialy contribute to, and to disseminate the news on, this project. Contributions can be
made by cheques, money orders, credit card (VISA) or through PayPdl (in the U.S.), and sent to:

Vietnamese Canadian Centre / Museum Project
249 Rochester St., Ottawa, ON K1R 7M9 Canada

All donations above $5.00 will be issued areceipt for income tax purposes.

For further information, please go to the Federation s website, www.vietfederation.ca, or contact
itsoffice at tel. (613) 230-8282, fax (613) 230-8281, email: vietfederation@yahoo.ca.

The Federation realizes that in the current difficult economic situation, some people may find it
difficult to contribute as generoudly as they would otherwise be able to. However, if each person
makes an appeal to 10 others to contribute $100 each, and asks them to send the appeal to further
people, the museum will soon become aredlity.

Date of release: April 30, 2009



(1) Saigon Court, 1984

(2) Van Lang Non-Profit Housing Centre for seniors aadple with modest income, 1992
(3) Vietnamese Commemorative Monument, 1995

(4) Vietnamese Boat People Museum, 2010 (expected)

Viethamese Boat People Museum Project
Development Plan

December 18, 2005 Launching
November 2007 End of Phase 1, Fund-Raising Camp&8§h000
December 2008 End of Phase 2, Fund-Raising Campb2g®,000

April 30, 2009 Acquisition of land
2009 Phase 3, Fund-Raising Campaign target4$000
2010 Construction



